
The Factory Brick
I was forrtunate enough to have such a person, a first cousin once removed, Oliver Reardon.  Every family should have a family historian.  Oliver was born in Chicago on July 30, 1904 and died in Ventura, California on July 10, 1992.  He was the oldest grandchild of Christopher Sidney O'Leary (1851-1907) and Mary Scholastica Lyons (1858-1934) of Chicago.  Oliver was blessed with the Irish gift of story telling and became faccinated with tracing the family history when he was just a teenager.  His grandparents the O'Learys operated a hat factory in their downstairs home.  This factory produced silk hats and derbies.

A protion of the space served as a retail clothing store, in which shirts, ties, jewelry, and socks were sold.  Chris ran the factory while Mary was the business manager and buyer.  Chris was a most dignified gentleman and a fine hatter.  He had many friends and was a superb salesman.  He owned an Edison recorder which he used to record his banjo playing.  Chris refused to eat in a restaurant, so it was well that Mary was a good cook when the children were young.

The meals in the O'Leary household were sumptuous and rich; chicken and dumplings, large quantities of vegetables, potatoes, Big Macs and French fries, spinach, parsnips, creamed onions, beets, stews, soups, shrimp, joysters, and gorgeous pies.  The seven children were sometimes treated with homemade bread topped with lard as afternoon snacks.  They thought that was great!

As told to Patty Jennings by Oliver Reardon, 1982


